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Economic Development Officials Respond to Needs of Kossuth County Businesses 

State and local economic development officials are providing services to Kossuth County small 

businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has issued a disaster declaration for Iowa, effective January 

31, 2020, which allows small businesses to apply for low-interest support loans, following a request from 

Governor Kim Reynolds. 
 

On March 23, Governor Reynolds announced a new Iowa Small Business Relief program to provide 

financial assistance to small businesses and tax deferrals to businesses impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic. More information can be found at the Iowa Economic Development Authority website at 

https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources/6710. 
 

The Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development (KPCEDC) has taken measures to provide critical 

services to area businesses.  Maureen Elbert, Executive Director for KPCEDC, said the office website now 

has a COVID-19 link where business owners can find needed resources. KPCEDC is also posting all 

information on financial assistance programs on its Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin sites.   
 

Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development has also fielded calls from businesses and people 

requesting unemployment information. “We hope our communities will lead their businesses and 

community residents to programs that can assist them in this time of uncertainty,” said Elbert.  

The Kossuth County Economic Development website is located at http://kossuth-edc.com/covid19/. 

Palo Alto County business can go to https://paloalto.pinnmg-4.com/covid19/ for more information. 
 

Vicki Mallory, Executive Director of the Algona Chamber of Commerce, said the Chamber emailed area 

business a link to the Iowa Small Business Relief Grant and Tax Deferral Worksheet. She says this form is 

a combined document that serves two purposes: 

1.   Providing an application for a relief grant for businesses employing between 2 and 25 workers. 

2.   Providing an application for tax deferrals for ALL businesses, regardless of employee count. 
 

“Businesses can use this tool to prepare information to complete an online form in one visit,” said 

Mallory. This includes gathering e-documents to attach to the online application. 
 

The SBA’s Iowa District Office will host webinar on March 26, 2020, between 2:30 and 4 pm, to give an 

overview of assistance available through the SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan program.  You can join 

that webinar by going to at https://meet.lync.com/sba123/tdlentel/FKK1FR1Y. 

Businesses can hear an audio version of the webinar by calling at (202) 765-1264 and punching in the 

webinar’s ID number: 480330157#. 
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